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SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

Inre

MOTORS LIQUIDATION COMPANY, et
al.,
f/k/a General Motors Corp., et al.

Debtors.

KELLY CASTILLO, NICHOLE
BROWN, BRENDA ALEXIS
DIGIANDOMENICO, VALERIE
EVANS, BARBARA ALLEN,
STANLEY OZAROWSKI, and
DONNA SANTI,

Plaintiffs,
A\

GENERAL MOTORS COMPANY, f/k/a
NEW GENERAL MOTORS COMPANY,
INC,,

Defendant.

Return Date and Time:
March 25,2010 at 9:45 a.m

Chapter 11 Case No.
09-50025 (REG)
(Jointly Administrated)
Adv. Proc. No. 09-00509

MOTION TO DISMISS
COUNTERCLAIMS




GENERAL MOTORS LLC, f/k/a GENERAL
MOTORS COMPANY,
Counterclaimant,

V.

KELLY CASTILLO, NICHOLE
BROWN, BRENDA ALEXIS
DIGIANDOMENICO, VALERIE
EVANS, BARBARA ALLEN,
STANLEY OZAROWSKI,
DONNA SANTI, LAKINCHAPMAN LLC,
ROBERT W. SCHMIEDER II, AND
MARK L. BROWN,

Counterdefendants.

MOTION TO DISMISS COUNTERCLAIMS

Counterdefendants Robert W. Schmieder II, Mark L. Brown, and LakinChapman, LLC,
pursuant to Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 7012 and Federal Rule of Civil Pfocedure
12(b)(6), for their Motion to Dismiss, state as follows:

1. Defendant General Motors LLC (“New GM?”) filed putative Counterclaims
against Plaintiffs,. coupled with apparent cross-claims (improperly denominated as
counterclaims) against counsel for the Plaintiffs in this Adversary Proceeding. The
Counterclaims fail to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, and should be dismissed
pursuant to Fed.R.Civ.P. 12(b)(6).

2. Both of New GM’s counterclaims are premised on the assertion that
Counterdefendants have violated the injunctive provisions of this Court’s order approving the
363 sale between Old GM and New GM (the “Sale Approval Order”) (Doc. No. 2968). This is -
demonstrably false by mere reference to the documents relied upon in New GM’s counterclaims.
The conduct in which Counterdefendants are alleged to have engaged—i.e., seeking a
declaratory judgment in this adversary proceeding—is simply not prohibited by the plain

language of the Sale Approval Order, as further explained below.



3. Plaintiffs’ claims in this Adversary Proceeding, and the Counterdefendants’
representation of Plaintiffs on those claims, are predicated on the contention that their final
judgment in a class action lawsuit constitutes an “Assumed Liability”” under the Amended and
Restated Master Sale and Purchase Agreement (“ARMSPA”) between Old GM and New GM.
Neither the Plaintiffs nor Counterdefendants, acting as Plaintiffs’ attorneys, have sought to
enforce the judgment or to execute on that liability—instead, they first seek a judicial declaration
as to the proper interpretation of the term “Assumed Liability” under the ARMSPA.

4. New GM alleges a violation of two separate sections of the Sale Approval Order,
i.e., Paragraphs 8 and 47 thereof. Paragraph 8 provides in pertinent part:

Except as expressly permitted or otherwise specifically provided by the MIPA

or this Order, all persons and entities . . . holding liens, claims, encumbrances,

and other interests of any kind or nature whatsoever, including rights or

claims based on any successor or transferee liability, against or in a Seller or

the Purchased Assets . . ., arising under or out of, in connection with, or in any

 way relating to, the Sellers, the Purchased Assets, the operation of the Purchased

Assets prior to the Closing, or the 363 Transaction, are forever barred, estopped,

and permanently enjoined . . . from asserting against the Purchaser, its successors

or assigns, its property, or the Purchased Assets, such persons’ or entities’ liens,

claims, encumbrances, and other interests, including rights or claims based

on any successor or transferee liability. '

(Doc. 2968 9 8) (emphasis added).

5. Plaintiffs’ pursuit of a declaration interpreting the term “Assumed Liability”
within the meaning of the ARMSPA, and, therefore, Counterdefendants’ representation of the
Plaintiffs, does not implicate Paragraph 8 of the Sale Approval Order for at least two obvious
reasons. First, Plaintiffs are not at this point asserting against New GM the liens, claims,
encumbrances, or interest that they hold against Old GM. They are not at this point attempting

to collect on their judgment against Old GM, nor are they asserting against New GM any claim

based on the traditional common law notions of successor liability. Rather, they simply seek a



declaration as to the meaning of the ARMSPA. Second, Paragraph 8 only applies “[e]xcept as
expressly permitted . . . by the MPA or this Order.” As explained below, Plaintiffs’ claims for
declaratory judgment are specifically permitted by Paragraph 47 of the Sale Order.
6. Paragraph 47 of the Sale Order provides in pertinent part:
Effective upon the Closing . . ., all persons and entities are forever prohibited and
enjoined from commencing or continuing in any manner any action or other
proceeding . . . against the Purchaser, its present or contemplated members or

shareholders, its successors and assigns, or the Purchased Assets, with respect to
any (i) claim against the Debtors other than Assumed Liabilities. . . .

(Doc. 2968 § 47) (emphasis added).

7. By specifically carving claims pertaining to Assumed Liabilities out of the
injunction in Paragraph 47, this provision obviously authorizes claims relating to Assumed
Liabilities and, at the very minimum, would permit an interested party to request the Court to
confirm what is meant by the term “Assumed Liabilities.” Indeed, why else would the Court
have indicated its willingness to resolve disputes arising under the ARMSPA, had it not
contemplated that interpretational disputes would arise? (See, MLC Doc. 2968 § 71.)

8. New GM’s First Counterclaim purports to sound in “Declaratory Judgment™ and
“Injunction.” The request for an additipnal injunction is premised on the assertion that New GM
has suffered and will suffer injury as a result of Plaintiffs’ and Counterdefendants’ alleged
{/iolations of the injunctive provisions of the Sale Approval Order. As explained above, this
claim fails because Plaintiffs’ request for an interpretation of the ARMSPA does not violate the
plain language of the injunction in the Sale Approval Order.

9. New GM’s request for a declaratory judgment fails as a matter of law because
New GM’s interpretation of the term “Assumed Liability” under the ARMSPA is incorrect as a

matter of law, for the reasons detailed in Plaintiffs’ Complaint herein and, more specifically, in



Plaintiffs’ briefing related to the parties motions for summary judgment. Docs. 24, 25, 30, and
33. The proper interpretation of this term is the ultimate issue for resolution by the Court and is
the subject of Plaintiffs’ and New GM’s cross-motions for summary judgment, which currently
are scheduled for hearing before the Court.

10.  Finally, New GM’s Second Counterclaim seeks money damages for “Contempt.”
This claim fails for the same reasons as the first Counterclaim (explained above) and for the
additional reason that “[t]here is no such thing as an independent cause of action for civil
contempt.” ;S'olow v. Delit, 1993 WL 322838, *5 (S.D.N.Y., August 16, 1993) (citing C. W.
Blalock, Jr. v. United States, 844 F.2d 1546, 1550 (11th Cir. 1988). Even assuming arguendo
that civil contempt could form the basis of a separate cause of action, New GM has not pleaded
and could not demonstrate that the provisions of the ARMSPA upon which it relies are so
unambiguous as to warrant a contempt sanction. See In re Safety-Kleen, 331 B.R. 605 (Bankr.
D. Del. 2005) (dismissing contempt claim where sale order did not clearly and unequivocally bar
pursuit of declaration of assumed liability). Indeed, even New GM has now requested a
declaration as to the proper interpretation of the ARMSPA. Accordingly, New GM’s Second
Counterclaim should be dismissed.

WHEREFORE, Counterdefendants respectfully request that the Court dismiss New GM’s

Counterclaims, and that it grant such further relief as deemed appropriate.



Dated: February 22, 2010 Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/ Mark L. Brown

Robert W. Schmieder II

Mark L. Brown
LAKXINCHAPMAN LL.C

300 Evans Avenue, P.O. Box 229
Wood River, Illinois 62095-0229

Phone : (618) 254-1127
Fax : (618)254-0193

S. Alyssa Young

LEADER & BERKON LLP
630 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10017
Phone (212) 486-2400

Fax (212) 486-3099

Attorneys for Plaintiffs



UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

Inre
MOTORS LIQUIDATION COMPANY, et al.,
f/k/a General Motors Corp., et al.

Debtors. Chapter 11 Case No.
KELLY CASTILLO, NICHOLE 09-50026 (REG)
BROWN, BRENDA ALEXIS
DIGIANDOMENICO, VALERIE (Jointly Administered)
EVANS, BARBARA ALLEN, ‘ |
STANLEY OZAROWSKI, and Ady. Proc. No. 09-00509
DONNA SANTI,

Plaintiffs,

v

GENERAL MOTORS COMPANY, f/k/a NEW
GENERAL MOTORS COMPANY, INC.,

Defendant.

GENERAL MOTORS LLC, f/k/a GENERAL
MOTORS COMPANY,
Counterclaimant,

V.

KELLY CASTILLO, NICHOLE
BROWN, BRENDA ALEXIS
DIGIANDOMENICO, VALERIE
EVANS, BARBARA ALLEN,
STANLEY OZAROWSK]I,
DONNA SANTI, LAKINCHAPMAN LLC,
ROBERT W. SCHMIEDER II, AND
MARK L. BROWN,

Counterdefendants.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on February 22, 2010, I electronically filed Motion to Dismiss
Counterclaims with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, which will send notification
of such filings(s) to the following:



Gregory Oxford
goxford@icclawfirm.com

By: /s/ Mark L. Brown

Robert W. Schmieder 1T

Mark L. Brown
LAKINCHAPMAN LLC

300 Evans Avenue, P.O. Box 229
Wood River, Illinois 62095-0229
Phone : (618) 254-1127

Fax: (618)254-0193



Tammy Pichee

From: nysbinfo@nysb.uscourts.gov

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2010 2:55 PM

To: courtmail@nysb.uscourts.gov

Subject: 09-00509-reg Motion to Dismiss Adversary Proceeding

***NOTE TO PUBLIC ACCESS USERS*** Judicial Conference of the United States policy permits
attorneys of record and parties in a case (including pro se litigants) to receive one free electronic copy of
all documents filed electronically, if receipt is required by law or directed by the filer. PACER access fees
apply to all other users. To avoid later charges, download a copy of each document during this first
viewing. However, if the referenced document is a transcript, the free copy and 30-page limit do not

apply.
U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Southern District of New York
Notice of Electronic Filing

The following transaction was received from Mark L. Bréwn entered on 2/22/2010 at 3:55 PM and filed on
2/22/2010

Case Name: Castillo et al v. General Motors Company
Case Number: 09-00509-reg

Document Number: 36

Docket Text:

Motion to Dismiss Adversary Proceeding Counterclaims (related document(s)[19]) filed by Mark L. Brown on
behalf of Mark L. Brown, LakinChapman LLC, Robert W. Schmieder II. (Brown, Mark)

The following document(s) are associated with this transaction:

Document description:Main Document

Original filename:J:\L LF\Saturn Transmission(Product Defect)\Drafts\2010-02-22Motion to Dismiss
Counterclaims\2010-02-22 Motion to Dismiss Counterclaims.pdf

Electronic document Stamp:

[STAMP NYSBStamp ID=842906028 [Date=2/22/2010] [FileNumber=7503697-0]
[43ea80caecf6e035e980e536105d1a5af2398124c66a61864bf65¢l ef5ad62afa56bas
c157253307d08df74574e4a97475acef52697fcdf55c401eda3f449bef7]]

09-00509-reg Notice will be electronically mailed to:

Mark L. Brown on behalf of Counter-Defendant LakinChapman LLC
markb@lakinchapman.com, ashleyvo@]lakinchapman.com:docket@lakinchapman.com

Gregory Oxford on behalf of Counter-Claimant General Motors Company
goxford@icclawfirm.com

J éffrey S. Stein on behalf of Claims and Noticing Agent Garden City Group
1



Kenneth Freda@gardencitygroup.com,
jennifer.keough@gardencitygroup.com:PACER Team@gardencitygroup.com

S. Alyssa Young on behalf of Plaintiff Barbara Allen
ayoung(@leaderberkon.com

09-00509-reg Notice will not be electronically mailed to:

Tan Connor Bifferato on behalf of Plaintiff Barbara Allen
Bifferato LLC

800 N. King Street

First Floor

Wilmington, DE 19801

Mark L. Brown
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Clerk's Office of the United States Bankruptcy Court
One Bowling Green
New York, NY 10004

Robert W. Schmieder
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